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Feedback in relation to this bulletin is welcome – 

please contact Carole Reilly, 07515 993 103 or email carole.reilly@locality.org.uk
SECTION 1 - GRANTS WITH DEADLINES
Helping homeless people
Help the Homeless, a national Charity which aims to help homeless people throughout the United Kingdom to resume a normal life, is currently accepting applications from small and medium sized charities and voluntary organisations. 
Grants of up to £3,000 are available towards capital costs to support projects that assist disadvantaged individuals in their return to mainstream society, through residential or training facilities. Grants to larger charities may be considered if the project is suitable innovative and only possible for a larger organisation to develop it. 
Previous projects supported include a grant of £2,845 to Lamp Community towards the cost of computers for reintegration work at their drop-in centres and a grant of £2000 to Spires, a South London Homeless charity towards the cost of providing their daily services to clients, including food and clothing.  

The next application deadline is the 30th June 2011.  (Tight deadline, only just got this one….)
http://www.help-the-homeless.org.uk/Grants.htm
Insurance company supporting driven young people
Insurance company AXA has announced the launch of the Ambition AXA Awards.  The Ambition AXA awards aim to search for and support the UK’s most gifted and driven young people between the ages of 11 and 18 years of age to help them achieve their ambition. The awards have five different categories, these are: 
· Sport 

· Enterprise 

· The arts 

· Science 

· Community
The winner of each category will receive a bespoke programme of mentoring and support worth up to £40,000. The top three entries of each category will be invited to attend the winners event on the 30th November 2011. 

The deadline for entries is the 14th October 2011.
http://www.ambitionaxaawards.com/
Conservation and regeneration of historic buildings

The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF), which is a registered charity that promotes the conservation and regeneration of historic buildings in the UK. Funding is available to voluntary organisations building preservation trusts to regenerate historic buildings to create community and education facilities, workspace and homes. To be eligible to apply for funding through the AHF, organisations need to be a registered charity and the building(s) must be listed, scheduled as an ancient monument or in a Conservation Area (if in a Conservation Area, it must be of acknowledged historic or architectural importance). The project must also involve a change of ownership and/or a change of use. 

Previously funded projects include turning run down historic buildings into community theatres, resource centres, community learning centres, workspaces, places to live and community meeting places, etc.  

The next closing date for applications is the 10th August 2011.

http://www.ahfund.org.uk/index.html
Funding to benefit a range of areas
The Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust has announced that its grant making programme is open for applications. Within the UK, the Trust makes grants to both organisations and individuals for activities that relate to: peace and conflict resolution; promoting racial justice; power and responsibility; and quaker concerns.  The Trust tends to fund work that is on a national level and there are no maximum grant limits although the Trust does stress that costings need to be realistic.  

Previously supported projects include: 

Asylum Aid, which assists people seeking refuge in the UK  Asylum Aid received a grant of £203,170 from the Trust to support a project that enables women fleeing serious human rights violations to gain protection in the UK.

The University of Liverpool received a grant of £75,000 from the Trust to undertake an audit of local democracy in Burnley and Harrogate . 

The next deadline for applications is 12 noon on the 22nd August 2011 for the Ireland programme and the 5th September 2011 for the UK programmes.

http://www.jrct.org.uk/
Supporting organisations that work with young people
Organisations that work with young people have the opportunity to apply for grants through the Hilton Foundation. Organisations such as charities and other not for profit organisations can apply for grants ranging from a few hundred pounds up to £30,000 per year for up to 2 years that meet one of the Foundation's chosen areas of focus, these are; 

The education of young people

The health of young people. 

Previously supported projects by the Foundation have included: 

Oakington Manor Primary School which received a grant of 1,000 towards equipment for journalism projects and Ratho Primary School which received a grant of £168.48 to provide 'healthy living' water bottles for all of the children at the school.  

The next closing date for applications is the 2nd August 2011.
http://www.hilton-foundation.org.uk/application.htm
Support for community finiancial inculsion

The Friends Provident Foundation has announced that the next application deadline for grants through its Financial Inclusion Programme is the 5th August 2011.  The Foundation makes grants of up to £200,000 to not-for profit organisations for projects that address financial exclusion within disadvantaged communities. The Foundation will consider requests for capital or revenue funding, core funds or project costs. The Foundation is willing to consider applications from any type of legally independent organisation, but can only support work that is legally charitable. Actions previously supported through the Foundation include; making money management advice available to young people via mobile phones and interactive digital TV; a research project to look at the difficulties that people with a learning disability are having in gaining access to banking services
http://www.friendsprovidentfoundation.org/page.asp?section=90&sectionTitle=Overview+of+the+Financial+Inclusion+Programme
Round 2 of the £1.4bn Regional Growth Fund Goes Live 

The Government has announced that round 2 of the £1.4bn Regional Growth Fund is now open for applications. The Regional Growth Fund is a discretionary £1.4bn Fund that will operate for 3 years between 2011 and 2014 to stimulate enterprise by providing support for projects and programmes with significant potential for creating long term private sector led economic growth and employment.  This round will aim to allocate the remainder of the fund (nearly £1bn).  In particular it will help those areas and communities that are currently dependent on the public sector make the transition to sustainable private sector-led growth and prosperity.  The fund will be open for bids for funding from private bodies and public private partnerships across England. 
This can include a combination of large private sector players, SMEs and social enterprises working together with public partners.  

Examples of projects that were given conditional approval as a result of round 1 of the fund are: 

The Haribo factory going ahead with planned expansion of its site near Wakefield, safeguarding the existing factory; the development of a former eye hospital in Manchester into a biomedical centre of excellence, which will receive match funding through the European Regional Development Fund as well. 

General Motors in Luton announced recently that the next generation Vivaro van will be built at its plant in Luton, safeguarding around 1,500 jobs, helped by a conditional RGF allocation.  

The closing date for round two is noon on the 1st July 2011.
http://www.bis.gov.uk/rgf
Large British company announces community awards
The Tesco Charity Trust Community Awards Scheme provides one-off donations of between £500 and £4,000 to local projects that support children and their education and welfare, elderly people and adults and children with disabilities. 

Previous projects supported have included part funding to purchase minibuses; befriending schemes; luncheon clubs; and day trips / social trips for elderly / disabled people; sensory garden or room projects; and
outdoor classrooms.

Latest donations are:

· Addington High School – Funding towards the development of an outdoor classroom

· The Spark Children’s Arts Festival – Funding towards the construction of an outdoor play space

· Dyslexia Action – Funding towards parent awareness courses

· The Zoological Society of London – Funding for a Biodiversity & Palm Oil project in Indonesia
· Cherish A Child – Funding for new classroom resources for a school in Ugandaare.

Applications for grants for children and their education and welfare should be made between the 1st December and the 31st January or the 1st May and the 30th June.

Applications for grants for elderly people and adults and children with disabilities should be made between the 1st February and the 31st March or the 1st August and the 30th September.

http://cr2010.tescoplc.com/communities/tesco-charity-trust.aspx 

Awards for fighting crime in the community
The Tilley awards recognise innovative crime fighting projects where police, community groups and the public successfully work together to identify and tackle local crime problems. The awards are open to any crime reduction or community safety agency in England and Wales (charities must be registered). In addition UK Police Forces in Scotland, Northern Ireland and Special Police Forces e.g. British Transport Police, Ministry of Defence Police etc  are also eligible to enter. Local Criminal Justice Board agencies are also being eligible to enter. The 2011 competition will be delivered in two phases: 
(The deadline for entries for phase one was the 13th June 2011. ) 

Phase two themes are: 
· seasonal crime 

· community activism/community engagement 

· design-out crime

· projects led by non-police agencies 

· other crime types categories.  
The deadline for phase two is the 5th September 2011. 

The award cash prizes consist on: 

· £500 for all the finalists 

· £2,000 for the overall winner 

· £1,500 second place 

· £1,000 third place 

· £300 for the winner of the popularity vote.
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/crime/partnerships/tilley-awards/
£500,000 Digital R&D Fund for Arts and Culture

A new £500,000 Digital R&D Fund for Arts and Culture has been announced by Arts Council England, the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts (NESTA).  This new funding is aimed at promoting the use of digital technologies to connect with wider audiences and explore new ways of working. The fund will be available to arts and cultural organisations, including visual and performing arts organisations, cultural organisation in England including arts and cultural archives, literacy organisations, museums and galleries, libraries, commercial arts and cultural organisations and creative industry businesses.  The deadline for applications to the Digital R&D Fund for Arts and Culture is 2 September 2011. Following interviews with shortlisted applicants, successful applications will be announced in October.
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
Arts prize for young artist

Sky Arts is offering five young artists £30,000 each to fund their work for a full year as part of the Sky Arts Ignition: Futures Fund - in association with IdeasTap.  The fund is designed to help bridge the gap between formal education and becoming a working artist.  The Sky Arts Ignition: Futures Fund is open to individual artists working in visual art, theatre, performance art, film, music, dance or literature. To apply, you must be an IdeasTap member aged 18-30 on 19 September 2011 and be based in either the UK or Ireland. It’s free to become an IdeasTap member and just takes a few minutes to sign up.  Two winners will be selected during this round of funding. The next round will open in early 2012 from which three further winners will be chosen.  Applications close at 5pm on Monday 19 September 2011
Website:  Sky Arts - Futures Fund (UK)
Funding to support poetry and literature initiatives 
The Clore Duffield Foundation has launched a new £1 million programme to fund poetry and literature initiatives for children and young people across the UK. The programme is due to run from 2011 to 2015 with two funding rounds a year. The programme is open to schools, FE colleges, community groups, libraries and other arts/cultural organisations. Grants of between £1,000 and £10,000 are available to support participatory learning projects and programmes focused on literature, poetry and creative writing for under 19s. 
The deadline for applications is the 23rd September 2011.

http://www.cloreduffield.org.uk/page_sub.php?id=331&parent=35
Swimming support
The British Gas Club Mark Scheme is inviting applications for funding from all swim21 accredited clubs and those clubs working towards accreditation. Grants of up to £1,000 are available to swim21 accredited clubs towards projects such as:

· The training of level 2/3 teachers and coaches

· Access to 50m pool training facilities 

· Funding to pay for expert coaching help

Grants of up to £500 are available to help with achievement of swim21 accreditation. Grants can be used towards:
· Buddy system 

· Online Support Package

· Discipline specific projects
· Clubs must apply to their regional office. 

The deadline for applications is the 15th August 2011.
http://www.swimming.org/asa/clubs-and-members/british-gas-club-grant-scheme/
Funding to community projects and to get people swimming
The Kellogg's Swim Active Programme is inviting applications from non for profit organisations such as; swimming clubs, schools, facilities, pool operators, community organisations and enterprises. 
The programme is offering minimum grants of £10,000 and is seeking to support any aquatic activity which enhances motivation, removes barriers and increases participation in the sport. 

· Projects must focus on  one or more of the following areas:

· reach deprived communities; 

· target non swimming individuals; 

· break down barriers to participation in aquatic activity; 

· increase participation in aquatic activity; 

· target socio-deprived communities. 

Example projects that could be supported include; Supportive social sessions for mums-to-be and new mums; to provide an additional social opportunity; aquatic Youth Clubs for young people aged 14-19; etc. 

The next closing date for applications is the 20th October 2011.

http://www.swimming.org/get-involved/kelloggs-swim-active 
Funding opportunity for amateur sports clubs
The Daily Telegraph, in partnership with the Royal Bank of Scotland, has launched the RBS Sport for You grant. The scheme is available to amateur sports clubs in order to support their development and continued involvement of nurturing sport at a local level. 

A grant of £1,000 will be allocated to five clubs each month for the next year. The prize will include a visit from the manager of the winning club's nearest RBS branch, and will also be involved with publicity surrounding the winning entries. 

Applicants should complete the entry form, which can be found on the Daily Telegraph website, and submit by the closing date of midnight on Wednesday, 30 November 2011. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/othersports/amateur/8281664/Enter-your-sports-club-for-a-1000-grant.html 
Funding projects that protect rural communities and encourage participation in the arts, particularly that of textiles
The Laura Ashley Foundation aims to fund projects that protect rural communities and encourage participation in the arts, particularly that of textiles.

Charities, unincorporated organisations and community groups are eligible to apply.

They favour revenue and will consider core funding, including salaries and overheads. They also favour requests below £10,000.

The next deadline for 2011/ for stage 1 applications is 29th July 2011
More information can be found at 
http://www.lauraashleyfoundation.org.uk/funding/how-to-apply.html
Funding to support museums and galleries

Museums, galleries and heritage organisations can apply for grants of between £20,000 and £100,000 through the Esmée Fairbairn Collections Fund. The Esmée Fairbairn Collections Fund, run by the Museums Association, focuses on time-limited collections work outside the scope of an organisation’s core resources. The fund seeks to support projects at an early stage of development where it may be difficult to guarantee tangile outcomes. Eligible projects include; research into collections, conservation, collections review and initiatives to develop the use of collections. A total of £800,000 a year will be awarded through this fund with two grant rounds per year. The next deadline is 31st October 2011. For further information click on the link below.
http://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/funding/collections-fund.html
Pound for pound match funding on sports projects
Sportsmatch, which is funded by Sport England to support the development of grassroots sport has announced that it is now seeking applications for funding for 2011/12. Through the scheme, Sportsmatch offers pound for pound matched funding to investments made by businesses, trusts and individuals into projects that encourage sports participation at grass roots level. 
The funding available is primarily for running costs (maximum grant £100,000) although capital awards of up to £25,000 can be made through the scheme. This can include non personal sports equipment such as outdoor basketball nets, kwik cricket surfaces, boats, sports wheelchairs etc. The scheme is open to community based sports projects, in particular those that benefit young people, disability groups, black and minority ethnic groups and/or women and girls. Since its original launch in November 1992, Sportsmatch, together with commercial sponsorship, has invested more than £102 million into 5784 community sports projects across England. 

Previous grant recipients include:

Devizes School, a secondary school and specialist sports college in Wiltshire. They obtained a three year sponsorship from a local construction firm, Gaiger Brothers, which amounted to £10,000 per year. The school matched this with a further £10,000 from Sportsmatch and were able to run an annual multi-sports coaching camp during the school summer holidays. 

The Children's Kayak Charitable Trust obtained £1,180 in sponsorship from a local watersports retailer. They matched this with a Sportsmatch award and ran a three year project offering free kayak coaching to children from 12 local

Application can be submitted at any time up to the 19th September 2011. If you need any further advice please phone the Funding Helpline on 08458 508 508.

http://www.sportengland.org/funding/sportsmatch.aspx 
Funding for a wide range of projects

The Triangle Trust 1949 Fund is currently inviting applications from charity organisations to support projects that support: 
· carers 

· community arts and education 

· disability

· older people 

· poverty 

· integration and rehabilitation. 

Grants are normally in the range of £1,000 and £10,000. Successful projects will either maintain an open, inclusive society or promote integration (or reintegration) of individuals or groups into society. Preference will be given to: 

· smaller charities charities which serve a locality or region of the UK, rather than national charities 
· causes which find it more difficult to raise funds from the general public.  
Previous projects supported include: 
St Wilfrid's Drop in Centre in Sheffield which provides the vulnerable and isolated support and a sense of belonging as well as education to enable some clients to go on to paid employment; and the Bucks Association for the Care of Offenders (BACO) which aims to help offenders in the Bucks area to break their cycle of criminal behaviour and integrate back into society. 

The next application deadline is the 12th August 2011.

http://thetriangletrust1949fund.org.uk/index.htm#Service_Provided
Supporting projects in the area of learning disability and to aid the care and relief of those affected by learning disability
The Baily Thomas Charitable Fund, which is a registered charity established to support projects in the area of learning disability and to aid the care and relief of those affected by learning disability, has announced that the next application date for grants is the 1st October 2011.  

Grants are available to voluntary organisations within the UK and the Republic of Ireland working in this field.  The Trust consider under learning disability the conditions generally referred to as severe learning difficulties, together with autism. In this area, they consider projects concerning children or adults. Application for funding is normally considered for capital and revenue costs and for both specific projects and for general running/core costs.  They will not offer grants for research into or care of those with mental illness or dyslexia. The Fund offers grants from £250 upwards.

http://www.bailythomas.org.uk/
Comic Relief Grants: Young People and Mental Health

We aim to support work with young people aged 11-25 with current mental health problems. 

· Services for young people – We will support services and approaches that help young people experiencing mental health problems make positive changes in their lives. We will fund interventions which directly relate to young people’s existing and identifiable mental health problems. This could include individual counselling, group work or peer support. We especially welcome applications providing support in settings where young people feel comfortable and won’t fear being labelled or stigmatised.

· Training – We will also fund projects that ensure those working with young people with mental health problems, including youth workers, have access to good quality training to improve their skill base and confidence levels. 

Visit our website to find out more:
http://www.comicrelief.com/apply-for-a-grant/programmes/young-people-and-mental-health
Comic Relief Grants: Sexually Exploited and Trafficked young People
We aim to fund projects that will reduce harm to young people aged 11-25 through sexual exploitation and/or trafficking.

We want to fund a wide variety of work including direct services for young people which meet both immediate and longer term needs, especially in areas where there are no services or which are aimed at young people who are poorly served (e.g. young men, minority ethnic groups). We will also fund prevention work, training for workers and professionals, and work that raises awareness of the issues surrounding sexual exploited and trafficked young people.

Visit our website to find out more:

http://www.comicrelief.com/apply-for-a-grant/programmes/sexually-exploited-and-trafficked-young-people
Comic Relief Grants:  Domestic and Sexual Abuse - Young People

We aim to fund work to support young survivors of domestic and sexual abuse aged 11-25.
There are two strands to the programme:

· Crisis Support: We will fund direct services for young survivors that help them to cope with the harm they have experienced and support them in building safer futures by increasing their understanding of abuse and their resilience to it. This could include services such as counselling, advocacy and group work.

· Young Voices: We will fund work that helps young people to heal through having a voice. This could include setting up a new survivors group or support for an existing group. We will also support work which aims to build networks of young survivors who can speak out to policy makers, planners and the sector, so that their views and voices are directly heard.
To find our more visit our website:

http://www.comicrelief.com/apply-for-a-grant/programmes/sexually-exploited-and-trafficked-young-people
Comic Relief Grants:  Young People and alcohol
We aim to fund work for young people aged 11-25 who are misusing alcohol or drinking excessively.
We will support services that aim to reduce the levels of young people’s drinking, create greater awareness of the dangers of harmful drinking and provide direct support to them. 
This could include individual and/or group work sessions or street-based outreach.

We are particularly interested in work targeting young people who traditionally find it hard to access services, such as those from black and minority ethnic communities and young women.

We are also keen to receive joint applications from young people’s agencies and alcohol agencies where expertise can be shared, innovative approaches developed and the added value of working together can be shown.

To find our more visit our website:

http://www.comicrelief.com/apply-for-a-grant/programmes/young-people-and-alcohol
Comic Relief Grants: Mental Health 

This programme aims to ensure people with mental health problems get access to the services they need, their rights are respected, and their voices heard. It also aims to reduce the stigma and discrimination surrounding mental health.

As part of our user-led ethos, we will fund a range of advocacy models or campaigning work. We are particularly keen to reach those who face difficulties in accessing appropriate services or experience additional discrimination, such as people from black and minority ethnic communities and older people.

To find our more visit our website:

http://www.comicrelief.com/apply-for-a-grant/programmes/mental-health
Comic Relief Grants: Refugee and Asylum Seeking Women

We aim to fund work with the most vulnerable refugee and asylum-seeking women who have experienced rape, torture or other forms of violence in their home countries.
There are two strands to the programme:

· Crisis Support: We will fund support services for refugee and asylum-seeking women that help them cope with the trauma they have experienced; this could include counselling or group work. We will fund legal support that recognises past trauma and enables women to disclose the full stories behind their asylum claims. We will also support health initiatives that help women with the impact of trauma on their mental and physical wellbeing.

· Training: We are also interested in funding work to develop training and support packages that improve and embed knowledge and practice about how to work with this vulnerable group of women. Training can be targeted at refugee or mainstream organisations.

To find our more visit our website:

http://www.comicrelief.com/apply-for-a-grant/programmes/refugee-and-asylum-seeking-women
Our grants usually vary between £25,000 and £40,000 per year for a maximum of three years and rarely exceed this upper limit.

If you have visited our website and need further assistance then

contact our UK Grants Team:

Comic Relief, 1st Floor, 89 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TP

Phone: 020 7820 5555

Fax: 020 7820 5500

Minicom: 020 7820 5579

Community funding for installation of renewable technologies

Local community groups and not for profit organisations and charities within the UK can apply for grants for the installation of renewable technologies. The funding which is available through the Green Energy Trust will provide grants of up to 25,000 (but most projects receive around £10,000) for up to half the cost of the chosen renewable technology. The maximum amount would only be awarded to exceptional projects that tick all the boxes and demonstrate real value for money. Projects also need to have a really strong community benefit and wider educational element. The Trust considers all kinds of renewable technologies, including small-scale hydro, wind power, biomass, landfill gas, solar energy and ground source heat pumps. Applications involving other technologies may also qualify for support. Grant requests must be to support the capital and installation costs of a renewable energy project. 

The Trust meets twice a year to consider applications – usually during the first week of April and October. Applications should be submitted as soon as possible.
http://www.scottishpowergreentrust.co.uk/content/default.asp?page=s1
Award for disabled entrepreneurs 

The Stelios Philanthropic Foundation is giving disabled entrepreneurs in the UK the chance to win £50,000 prize to fund the further growth of their business, and become Stelios Disabled Entrepreneur of the Year 2011.  To be eligible to enter individuals must: 

· have a recognised disability or long term health condition 

· own at least 25% management stake in their company 

· have a turnover in excess of £10,000 

· have been trading for between 1 and 5 years

· the business must be registered in the UK. 
This Award is sponsored by Sir Stelios Hajiloannou, the entrepreneur best known for founding EasyJet and is run by Leonard Cheshire which works for serve disabled people around the world. 

Past winners include: 

John Pickup, 40 an amputee, began Amputees in Action, a company that specialises in supplying amputee extras and stuntmen for Hollywood films, television and for armed forces casualty training in 2004. 

Andrew, from Grangemouth in Scotland, is a Director of Sign-now.com, a web-based video conferencing translation service which enables deaf people to communicate with the hearing public. He has been profoundly deaf since birth and uses British Sign Language as his main means of communication. 

Entry for the Award will close on 5pm on Monday 22nd August 2011.
http://www.stelios.com/entrepreneurship/award-for-disabled-entrepreneurs-in-the-uk.html
Initiative for mature enterprise / support for the over 50s
People over the age of 50 who wish to become self employed or set up their own business can apply for a loan of between £500 and £10,000 through the Prince’s Initiative for Mature Enterprise (PRIME) new loan scheme.    PRIME is a member of the Prince’s Charities group. It was set up on the personal initiative of HRH The Prince of Wales in response to letters he was receiving from people desperate to work but unable to find anyone to employ them – because of their age. To be eligible applicants need to be over the age of 50; must be either unemployed (not in paid employment), facing redundancy (within the next six months) or be self- employed (but still in your first year); and must be a UK resident for at least three years.  
The loans are for up to three years and the interest charged is 12% APR.  

Applications can be made at any time.
http://www.primebusinessclub.com/loans/prime-business-start-up-loan/
EU Culture Programme Launches Two New Funding Strands 
The European Commission has announced that it is inviting applications through two funding strands under its Culture Programme.  The Culture Programme has been established to enhance the cultural area shared by Europeans, which is based on a common cultural heritage, through the development of cooperation activities among cultural operators from eligible countries, with a view to encouraging the emergence of European citizenship.   
The two funding strands that are open to applications are: 

· Support to European Cultural Festivals 

· Cooperation Projects between organisations involved in cultural policy analysis.  

The closing date for applications to support European cultural festivals is the 15th November 2011 and for Cooperation projects between organisations involved in cultural policy analysis the 1st October 2011.  For more information on these two new funding opportunities please click on the link below.
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/culture/index_en.php
European Commission has recently published LIFE+ Call for Proposals for 2011
The following themes are covered in the Call:

· LIFE + Nature and Biodiversity

The principal objective of this funding stream is to protect, conserve, restore, monitor and facilitate the functioning of natural systems, natural habitats, wild flora and fauna, with the aim of halting the loss of biodiversity, including diversity of genetic resources, within the EU.

· LIFE + Environment Policy and Governance

Money will be awarded under the following headings:

Climate change

Water

Air

Soil

Urban environment 

Noise

Chemicals

Environment and health

Natural resources and waste

Forest

Innovation

Strategic approaches

· LIFE + Information and Communication

The principal objective is to disseminate information and raise awareness on environmental issues, including forest fire prevention; and to provide support for accompanying measures, such as information, communication actions and campaigns, conferences and training, including training on forest fire prevention.

The overall budget for project grants under LIFE+ in 2011 is approximately €267.4 million, at least 50% of which will be allocated to measures to support the conservation of nature and biodiversity. The amount available to the UK is almost €21 million. 

Match funding of 50% must be found to be eligible for funding, with up to 75% possible for proposals which target priority habitats or species of the Birds' and Habitats' Directives.

The deadline to submit proposals is 18 July 2011.
Please see http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/lifeplus.htm for more information about funding.
SECTION 2 – ONGOING GRANTS

DIY store’s waste donation scheme 

B&Qs waste donation scheme is co-ordinated in store either by the environmental champion, duty or Warehouse manager who will keep a Waste Donation Form on file for interested groups. 

Before any materials are donated, the form must be signed by a representative of the group, and proof that you are a member of that group must be provided. 

This means they can donate waste materials, for example slightly damaged tins of paint, off-cuts of timber, and end of range materials, to community groups, charities and schools. 

Please note that it is company policy that health and safety is taken into consideration, therefore electrical, petrol and gas items are not available for donation. Any waste or surplus stock donated must not be re-sold. 

http://www.diy.com/diy/jsp/corporate/content/environment_ethics/ethics/community/waste_donation.jsp
Foundation seeks applications under its small grants programme 
Following the review of its funding programme, the Nationwide Foundation has announced that it is currently accepting applications for funding under its Small Grants Programme. Under the programme, grants of between £500 and £5,000 are available to registered charities with a yearly income of less than £750,000. The Small Grants Programme support projects that: 

tackle financial exclusion affecting disadvantaged groups across the UK

address housing issues & homelessness among vulnerable groups across the UK.  

Applications can be submitted at any time.
http://www.nationwidefoundation.org.uk/grants.asp
Supermarket funding community projects
Charities, schools and community groups have the opportunity to apply for funding for local projects that require financial assistance to the ASDA Foundation.  The ASDA Foundation trust was set up in 1988 to support local good causes chosen by employees and is funded by profits from the mid-week national lottery. Organisations can apply for funding for a wide range of projects as long as they have the support of local ASDA colleagues. 

Some of the projects that the ASDA Foundation has supported in the past include:

Transforming a large tarmac playing ground at Haslingden Primary School, Lancashire, into a place where children can play, learn, enjoy, plant and grow, and most of all have fun. 
The Foundation also provided funding for the Southglade Park community allotment, a non profitable initiative where the produce grown is used to educate young children and adults on healthy eating. 

Potential applicants should contact their local Store or Depot in the first instance.

http://your.asda.com/asda-foundation
Support for community projects
The Garfield Weston Foundation offers support to organisations that are registered charities and excepted or exempt charities such as churches, hospitals, educational establishments, museums and housing corporations. Founded in 1958 the Garfield Weston Foundation is a UK based, general grant- giving charity that makes grants in the areas of the Arts, Community Education, Medical, Environment, Health, Religion, Welfare and Youth. 

· Applications are considered individually by the Foundation and the following issues are taken into consideration: 

· The financial viability of the organisation; 

· The degree of need for the project requiring funding; 

· The amount spent on administration and fundraising as compared to the charitable activities; 

The ability to raise sufficient funding to meet the appeal target; 

Whether the organisation has appropriate priorities and plans in place to manage its activities. 
There is no limit on the size of grant.

There are no application deadlines. 
http://www.garfieldweston.org/ 
Supporting small and local groups in the community
The John Lewis Partnership is interested in giving donations to small, local groups. Areas it particularly supports include care for the sick and the disabled; youth and children; care and housing for the elderly; medical research; and welfare and counselling services. The website also says that “The Partnership favours charities in which Partners are personally involved.” If you want to approach them for a grant contact the local John Lewis Community Liaison Coordinator. Details of the Partnership’s charitable giving can be found here

http://www.johnlewispartnership.co.uk/Display.aspx?&MasterId=1d1b3ed8-af38-4649-88fbad44b0a97ae9&NavigationId=622
Waitrose runs the Waitrose Community Matters scheme whereby branch has had

£1,000 each month to give to three local organisations. For more information and to be considered for this scheme, you can collect an application form from a Waitrose store, or contact the Community Matters Champion at your local Waitrose branch
http://www.waitrose.com/branches/index.aspx
Support towards educating young people, especially young people with disabilities and/or from disadvantaged backgrounds

Charitable organisations (and schools specifically for children and young people with disabilities or Special Educational Needs) working towards educating young people, especially young people with disabilities and/or from disadvantaged backgrounds can apply for funding of up to £30,000 through the Equitable Charitable Trust. 

The Trustees award approximately £1 million a year and seeks to identify and support good projects that address needs not adequately met at present, including those with potential to be introduced to large numbers of schools. Grants made by the Trust fall into three broad categories. 

Education projects or services that support the learning and development of disabled children and young people in the UK; 

Education projects for disadvantaged children and young people in the UK, particularly those that support delivery of the National Curriculum or vocational learning opportunities; and 

Education projects that will help increase participation in, or improve the quality of, education for disadvantaged or disabled children and young people in developing countries. 

The length of funding can range from one to three years. Previously supported projects include supplementary Maths, English and Science classes for disadvantaged 5-18 year olds; education projects to reduce teenage pregnancies; capital grants for the renovation and refurbishment of facilities for children with complex needs and disabilities; and music education projects for children and young people with profound and multiple learning difficulties.

For example, ‘Art room’ received £5,000 towards ear one of a three year project to pay for salary costs of an education project at a school in a deprived area of Oxford; and ‘Math’a’Magic’ tour received £17,745 to tour schools in disadvantaged areas of Northern Ireland. Applications can be submitted at any time and are considered on a rolling basis by the Trustees.

http://www.equitablecharitabletrust.org.uk/Grants/GuidelinesforApplicants/tabid/317/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
Funding for faith community work
This programme provides grants of up to £5,000 to enable churches and faith-based organisations, working in very deprived communities, to engage in social action through supporting them to initiate or develop community work. This will then enable groups to either undertake larger pieces of work or significantly improve the existing provision. 

The project must be directly tackling the effects of profound poverty and should be working in the 10% most deprived areas in England. Mustard Seed Grants can pay for specific activities but not for on-going revenue expenditure, existing salary costs, deficit funding, or retrospective spending. It is expected that work supported under the Mustard Seed Programme will grow into more substantive or developed activities. 

This is a rolling programme where there are no deadline dates. 

http://www.cuf.org.uk/act/cuf-funding
Landfill operator Biffa main grants scheme
Under this scheme, Biffaward looks to award grants to projects that provide or improve community spaces, cultural facilities and places for outdoor recreation. 

You may have a building that needs improvement in order to increase the range of services on offer to the local community. Or maybe an open space such as a park, play area or woodland that needs transforming to benefit local people of all ages. In a nutshell, they want to make sure that everyone has access to high quality local community facilities. Grants between £5,000 and £50,000 are available. 

Over the past 11 years Biffaward has awarded funding to over 2,000 projects. They receive a continuous high number of Expression of Interest forms, resulting in strong competition when granting full applications. 

The main criteria for the Main Grants Community Scheme: 

 The project's site is within 10 miles of a Biffa operation. 

 The project's site is also within 10 miles of a landfill site (owned by any company). 

 There will be a minimum of 104 days of full public access to the project per year. 

 Any Biffaward grant will be used for site-based improvement work, not for equipment or running costs. 

 Biffaward is unable to fund requests to help an existing facility meet the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act. 

 Biffaward is unable to fund retrospectively, so you should only apply for money for work that will take place in the future. 

To find out if your area is eligible and to apply for funding, please visit 
http://www.biffaward.org/about/soverview
Landfill operator Biffa small grants scheme

Often groups only need a small amount of money to make a difference to a local facility, be it a community building, nature reserve, cultural facility or outdoor space. The Small Grants Scheme offers quicker access to lower levels of funding to make these projects happen. 

Over the past three years Biffaward has supported nearly 300 small grants projects. 

A large number of applications are received, resulting in strong competition when awarding funding. 

You can apply for between £250 and £5,000. Your project must not cost more than £10,000 in total. 

The main criteria are: 

 The project's site is within 10 miles of a Biffa operation (the proximity checker on website below will tell you this); 

 The project's site is also within 10 miles of a landfill site (owned by any company); 

 The project is eligible to be registered with ENTRUST under category D. Please note that your organisation does not have to enrol with ENTRUST as an Environmental Body; 

 There will be a minimum of 104 days of full public access to the project per year; 

 Any Biffaward grant will be used for site-based improvement work, not for equipment or running costs; 

 Biffaward is unable to fund retrospectively, so you should only apply for money for work that will take place in the future. 

To find out if your area is eligible and to apply for funding, please visit 
http://www.biffaward.org/about/soverview
Support for older persons in need
Aid for the Aged in Distress (AFTAID) welcomes applications from individuals, or their family and neighbours, of state pensionable age (60 years old for women and 65 for men), that are UK citizen and resident, on lower income and have minimal savings. 

AFTAID aims to help older persons that are financially stretched beyond their means to the point of genuine distress. AFTAID can provide grants for many varied items such as: 
· mobility scooters 

· walk-in showers 

· radiators 

· Cleaning 

· central heating boiler 

· Video intercom 

· 'blind' software for PC. 
AFTAID to not make grants for ongoing or retrospective payments, nor can they consider repayment of debt. Referrals can also be accepted on behalf of members of the caring professions and voluntary organisations.  

Applications can be made at any time.
http://www.aftaid.org.uk/grantapp.html
Supporting general charitable purposes
The Steel Charitable Trust is a grant-making trust supporting general charitable purposes. 
Grants of between £1,000 and £25,000 are made to registered charities in the UK within the areas of: 
· arts and culture 

· environment 

· health 

· education 

· disadvantaged. 
Grants are made at regular intervals during the year and the total level of grants is approximately £1,000,000, 30% of these grants will be made to organisations in the Luton and Bedfordshire area. 

Applications can be made at any time as there are no application deadlines.
http://www.steelcharitabletrust.org.uk/grant_policy.htm
Social Enterprise Investment Fund
Big Issue Invest (BII), a specialist provider of finance for social enterprises has raised £3 million for its pioneering Social Enterprise Investment Fund and is looking to invest in more successful social enterprises looking to scale-up their social impact. BII can provide a range of financing options, from loans to equity from £50,000 to £500,000 and with terms of up to ten years. Loans may be unsecured and repayments may be tied to future income, profits or surpluses. Typically, organisations most suitable for investment will already have a trading history and must be able to demonstrate the capacity to deliver while generating sustainable trading income and long-term profitability and social impact. BII is keen to hear from social enterprises and the trading arms of registered charities needing investment. 
For details, see www.bigissueinvest.com or call the team on 020 7526 3431.

http://www.bigissueinvest.com/
Funding for voluntary groups providing support to victims of crime 
The Government has announced that up to £9.8m per year, for three years, will be available in grant funding for voluntary sector groups providing specialist support to victims and witnesses.   

The funding will include:

· A Rape support fund to provide rape crisis centres with stable, long-term funding.

· A Victim and Witness fund for organisations who offer front line support for victims and witnesses.

· A Homicide fund for organisations offering support to those who are bereaved 

through murder or manslaughter.  

· For further information on each fund, including eligibility criteria, the application process and application deadlines, please click on the link below.

http://www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/victim-witness-support-funding.htm
Funding for Community Shops 
The Village Retail Services Association in partnership with Esmee Fairbairn Foundation and Co-operative and Community Finance have funding available to support the start up  of new Community owned shops in rural areas of England or  to save an existing shop by transfer to community ownership. The funding which will be available over the next three years will provide up to £40,000 per shop. This will be made up of a grant of £20,000 together with a loan of £20,000 from Co-operative and Community Finance.

Eligible applicants will include community based organisations located in rural communities of not less than 300 residents. The community is required to raise match funding through community contributions, which could take the form of share capital, donations raised through community fundraising events and grants obtained from other sources to the same or greater value than the grant requested from the Village CORE Programme. At least some of the funds raised should have been provided by the community itself and not solely through external grants. 

The application process commences with a telephone interview with one of the programme managers. If the community appear to meet the criteria within the programme timeframe and if Village Core funds are available, application forms are sent electronically where possible to the main contact person on the committee.  The forms must be returned within 6 weeks of the telephone interview.

http://www.plunkett.co.uk/whatwedo/core/Core.cfm
Supporting the disadvantaged

Percy Bilton Charity provides grants to registered charities who are focusing their activities at the following target groups:
· Disadvantaged/underprivileged young people - Aged under 25

· People with disabilities 

· People over the age of 60

There are two main types of funding: Large grants (One off payments for capital expenditure of £2,000 and over) and Small grants (Providing funding of up to £500 towards furnishings and equipment for small projects). Favours bids from small charities.

There is no set deadline and bids can be submitted at anytime but Board meetings are

held quarterly in March, June, September and December to consider large grants. 

www.percybiltoncharity.org.uk
Awards to recognise individuals, businesses, charities, community groups and other organisations that are demonstrating the Big Society in their work or activities

 The Prime Minister has launched a series of awards to recognise individuals, businesses, charities, community groups and other organisations that are demonstrating the Big Society in their work or activities. 

The Big Society Award will be given to 2-3 organisations every month, winners will receive a certificate and be invited to a reception at 10 Downing Street. 

Anyone, including people who benefit from the group, organisation or individual activities, may make an online nomination, at any 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/bigsocietyawards
Support for under privileged children’s trips
Breaks 4 Kids is a charitable fund, run by YHA (Youth Hostel Association) that supports under-privileged young people under the age of 18, travelling as part of an organised group such as; school class, youth club, church group, or a group organised by a body such as the Youth Offending Group or Connexions. They offer grants for up to 50% of the cost of accommodation and food. 
Trips can be organised or there is a YHS School Trip package available which includes organised activities, linked to the national curriculum which offers social and educational benefits.  Applications for funding can be made at any time but must be made at least 8 weeks before the trip commences.

Breaks 4 Kids (England and Wales) 
Funding for a wide range of projects in the community
The Marsh Christian trust supports a wide range of projects/general charitable purposes. Areas which have been funded include: social welfare; literature, arts and heritage; environmental causes; conservation and animal welfare; healthcare and medical research; education and training; and overseas appeals. 

Grants are only made to registered charities that are experienced in their chosen field of work with particular consideration given towards charities displaying a Christian emphasis. 
There is no deadline for receipt of applications. The Trustees meet monthly, but due to the volume of appeals received responses to new appeals may take up to three months to arrive. However, a response is made to every appeal. Grants are given towards core-funding and range between £250-£4,000 with new applications at the lower end of this scale. Further information can be found at: www.marshchristiantrust.org
Funding for rural community buildings

The Rural Community Buildings Loan Fund aims to fill temporary gaps in funding for specific projects or urgent work on community buildings. The Fund is managed by Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE) and enables building, renovation and refurbishment work that would otherwise not take place, to be carried out.

Loans will be made available on the basis that:

The property in question is freehold or leasehold with a minimum of 21 years left on the agreement. 

Local funds can contribute at least 10% of the overall project costs. 

The loan repayment, together with interest, can be repaid within either 5 or 8 years. 

There are no penalties for early repayment of grant; additional payments are 
welcomed by ACRE. 

Eligible costs include:
· Provision of a new building either to replace an existing one or provide one where none exists. 

· Extending, renovating and converting an existing building. 

· Upgrading a building to meet fire standards, building regulations, security needs and similar legislative requirements. 

· Improving accessibility and making other similar changes that will enable new uses and services. 

· To support measures that increase energy efficiency. 
Applications are submitted on rolling basis, no deadline is set. Although the maximum value of funding is £20,000, it can be flexible.

Applications are made by submitting an application form, which is available on request. Questions regarding eligibility should be directed to local Rural Community Council, who will make an initial assessment of the project based on their local knowledge. They will then submit the form to ACRE for processing and for a decision to be made.

Contact ACRE or the local Rural Community Council for further information.

Email: acre@acre.org.uk 
Funding for a wide range of projects to benefit community life
Clore Duffield Foundation’s Main Grants Programme does not fund individuals, but it can match lottery funding, support capital redevelopments and learning space initiatives, and provide project, programme and revenue funding. 

Application procedures are straightforward, and the Foundation continues to maintain a balance between supporting large-scale projects, with far-reaching effects, and small-scale community endeavours. Grants range from below £5,000 to in excess of £1m. 

All grants are awarded at the Trustees meeting, held twice a year. As there is no fixed schedule for these meetings, applications are reviewed on an ongoing basis. 
The Foundation welcomes submissions to the Main Grants Programme for projects from the following sectors: 

· Museums, galleries and heritage sites (particularly for learning spaces) 

· The arts 

· Education 

· Health, social care and disability 

· Jewish charities with interests in any of the above areas 

Learning Spaces

The Clore Duffield Foundation has funded museum, gallery and heritage learning spaces across the UK for over 15 years, from £2.5m Clore learning centres in national museums, to donations of less than £5,000 for single rooms in local history heritage buildings.

In light of this experience, the Foundation provides learning space applicants with basic guidance on cost; lighting levels; location, use and nature of space; dimensions; programming; display; architect's plans; and best practice examples (small- and large-scale). 

Applicants should also read Space for Learning: A Handbook for Education Spaces in Museums, Heritage Sites and Discovery Centres (2004), which can be downloaded on the website before applying for funding.

For more information or to apply to this fund, please see 

http://www.cloreduffield.org.uk/page.php?id=35
Christian community project support 
The Gibbs Trust supports: 
· Innovative undertakings by Methodist churches and organisations; 

· Other Christian causes, especially of an ecumenical nature; and 
A wider category within the fields of the creative arts, education, social and international concerns. 

Grants given are usually between £1,000-£3,000. 

www.gibbstrust.org.uk
Community Sports Award
The Barclays Community Sports Award is a new award to recognise the outstanding
achievements of individuals and groups that use sport to benefit communities. If you

would like to nominate a person, group or not for profit organisation which has used

the positive power of sport to make a real and lasting difference in their community

then please complete the online form.
Each monthly winner will receive £1,000 for their group or organisation, a limited

edition trophy and will be entered into the end of season award to win a further £5,000,

all donated by Barclays Spaces for Sports. The end of season award winner will also

receive a VIP trip to London to receive their award from Gareth Southgate.

Before entering the award, please read carefully the terms and conditions on

http://www.barclayscommunitysportsaward.com/ as there are certain exceptions.
Funding for social welfare projects

The Noel Buxton Trust focuses on three main areas: 

· Welfare of children in disadvantaged families/children in care - Available for families with children of primary school age and younger, children in care can be considered up until they leave care 

· Penal reform - Welfare of prisoners and their families, rehabilitation of prisoners and work with young people at risk of offending. 

· Sustainable development and education in Eastern and Southern Africa. 

Applicants are usually expected to be registered charities. 
The maximum grant is £4,000 but is usually for much less. 

Applications may be made at any time. Successful applicants will normally hear from the Trust within six months. 

Go to www.noelbuxtontrust.org.uk to find out more. 
Grants for enhancing quality of life for those in need
Individuals in need and charities that work to enhance the quality of life for people in need (specifically the mentally and physically disabled) can apply for funding the ACT Foundation's grant programme.  
The Foundation makes grants to support:
· the modifications to homes, schools, hospices etc;  

· the provision of specialist equipment such as specialised wheelchairs, other mobility aids and equipment including medical equipment to assist independent living; and 

· financial assistance towards the cost of short-term respite breaks at a registered respite centre.  

Grants can range from £100 to several millions. 
Examples of grants that the ACT Foundation has made are:

Woodlands School – Hydrotherapy pool for disabled children; and

Whizz Kids – Mobility aids for children.
Applications can be made at any time.
http://www.theactfoundation.co.uk/ 
Funding offered for numeracy and literacy projects
The Britannia Foundation offers grants and donations between £1,000 and £25,000 to registered charities and schools working within education, particularly numeracy and/or financial literacy.

Their focus is to support local communities where there are higher densities of Britannia employees and customers.

The Foundation prefers buying specific items of equipment but in some circumstances will consider capital expenditure and salary costs.

http://www.britannia.co.uk/_site/corporate/in-the-community/foundation.html
Free solar panels for schools

British Gas has announced that its “Free Solar Panels” programme is due to re-open in the near future and is inviting schools in England, Scotland and Wales to register their interest in receiving free solar panels.  In total, British Gas is looking to install up to 750 free solar panel systems in primary and secondary schools and sixth form colleges that are located in England, Scotland and Wales. These will not only generate electricity for the schools but also help cut their carbon footprint. The money generated will then be used to install more solar panels in more schools.  Each winning school will win the following prize (subject to a satisfactory technical site survey).  One Solar Photovoltaic Panel system (worth between £20,000 and £40,000 per School) and installation; one Smart meter; and one Solar Panel Display Unit.

http://www.mysolarschool.co.uk/
Specialist support to business and the public sector to help cut carbon emissions

The Carbon Trust, which provides specialist support to business and the public sector to help cut carbon emissions, has announced it is now accepting applications under its new Entrepreneur Fast Track Programme.  The Fast Track Programme, which brings together the Carbon Trusts Applied Research Programme and its Business Incubation schemes aims to support the most commercially viable and innovative carbon saving technologies.  Under this programme, the Carbon Trust will offer a customised package of support to companies and organisations that may include; research and development grants up to £500,000; expert commercialisation advice (up to a value of £70,000), and investor and business network opportunities.  Applications can be submitted at any time.
www.carbontrust.co.uk
SECTION 3 - LOTTERY UPDATE
BIG Lottery Fund Launches New Programme to Improve Financial Confidence (England)
The Big Lottery Fund has launched a new £30 million funding programme to support projects  within the social housing sector that help tenants become more confident in and more aware of how to take control of their finances.   Grants of between £500,000 and £1 million are available to partnerships led by the voluntary and community sector and must also include at least one housing association and the relevant local authority.  

The fund targets 69 local authority areas that suffer the greatest degree of financial exclusion and will support projects that targets: 

· Social housing tenants moving in and out of work 

· First time social housing tenants 

· Young people in social housing. 

The deadline for applications is the 16th September 2011.  

For more information and on the Local Authority areas eligible to submit bids please click on the link below.

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_improving_financial_confidence?tab=1&regioncode=-uk
BIG Lottery Reaching Communities message 

BIG has warned potential applicants about the high level of competition for Reaching Communities grants in a 'Key Message'.

The Key Message includes the following statistics, in 2010/11 BIG received:

5,730 outline proposals requesting over £1 billion (many not eligible for funding) 

1,322 eligible full applications asking for £354,713,780. 

BIG made:

500 grants totalling £124,127,283. 

The average grant size awarded was £248,255. 

The message goes on to warn that 'cuts in funding elsewhere are likely to mean a further increase in competition' and gives advice to charities looking for funding.
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/reaching_communities_key_messages.pdf
BIG announce “Millennium Now” funding programme 
The Big Lottery Fund (BIG) has announced an £11 million funding programme to invest in five UK projects that the public will help to choose.

A spokeswoman for BIG said no further details about how the fund would be distributed were yet available. 
She said 'The Millennium Now programme will allow the public to decide the themes that best represent their priorities for lottery funding in the current climate and will help to find five inspirational projects across the UK, each to receive a multi-million Big Lottery Fund cash injection'.

To join the discussion should visit the project's Millenium Now website.

The new fund was announced as BIG published a report assessing the impact of projects supported by the Millennium Commission, such as the Eden Project and Tate Modern. 
http://millenniumnow.org.uk/
The Big Venture Challenge, a national competition seeking to find the 25 most ambitious social entrepreneurs in England, will open to applications from the 9th May 2011. 

Big Venture Challenge are looking for people: 

with big ideas to transform disadvantaged communities across England 

who have got what it takes to build credible ventures 

who have the ambition to be scaled up fast. 

To be eligible to apply applicants must be 16+, be founders of the venture, and be based in England. Those selected as one of the 25 Big Challenge Award Winners will receive an initial £25,000, and the chance to access up to £150,000 of seed investment if matched by loans or equity from co-investors, plus first class business support and mentoring designed to keep pace with high growth social entrepreneurs. 

The applications closing date will be the 30th June 2011. 
To register your interest and receive the application information click on the link below.

http://www.bigventurechallenge.com/home
Helping the ‘most vulnerable’ with Climate Change

The Big Lottery Fund has pledged up to £50m to help the "most vulnerable" in England tackle the potential impacts of climate change by 2015. It has also launched consultation on how the funding could best be used.
The fund is needed because vulnerable people, such as older people on low incomes

and those with disabilities, might be the "most challenged" by the need to reduce

carbon emissions and adapt to new climates.

They are more likely to live in low-quality housing, would be worst affected by the

impact of floods and heat waves, and would have fewer resources to reduce their

carbon footprint and pay higher fuel bills.

20
The BLF will distribute up to £10m of the funding in the next year, with as much as

£50m available by 2015.
http://bigblog.org.uk/2011/03/17/biglf-ahead-of-climate-week-big-lottery-fund-pledges-up-to-50-million-to-tackle-the-effects-of-climate-change-on-vulnerable-groups-httpwp-mepgtpy-lz/?fromsearch=-uk
Parks for People 
The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has announced that the next closing date for applications to the Parks for People programme is the 31st August 2011. 

Launched originally as a joint initiative with the Big Lottery Fund full responsibility for the programme has now passed to the Heritage Lottery Fund Local Authorities as well as not for profit organisations that own public parks and gardens can apply for grants of between £250,000 and £5 million for the regeneration of parks and public gardens (including squares, walks and promenades). To be considered for funding, applicants need to show that: 

The community values the park as part of their heritage 

The parks meets local social, economic and environmental needs

The park management actively involves local people Recent awards include a £1.84 million grant to restore Castle Park in Cheshire back to its original historic landscape and to improve sports facilities, the play area, and cafe and kiosk facilities and a £3.5million grant to restore the historic landscaping and buildings, upgrading footpaths, entrances, furniture and signage of Brockwell Park which is located between Brixton, Norwood and Dulwich.

http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/parksforpeople.aspx
WWII veterans funding 

The Big Lottery Fund is committing over £1 million in extra good cause funding in the year ahead for the country’s WWII veterans, to make sure they can make their personal battlefront commemorative journeys to the places they saw action. 

The additional funding for the scheme comes on the day the Fund is naming the 50,000th individual to benefit from the Heroes Return grant schemes.

The extra funding for the scheme will help ensure veterans still to apply are able to journey in the year ahead to revisit the scenes of WWII events, such as the forthcoming 70th anniversary of the Battle of Crete.

The current Heroes Return2 programme was scheduled to close in January but now remains open until 31st January 2012.

More information and details of how to apply for a Heroes Return 2 grant are available by calling 0845 0000 121 or visiting 

www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/heroesreturn. 

The new funding strand of the Big Lottery Fund’s Reaching Communities programme opens to applications.

There are two stands :-

1. Reaching Communities – funding from £10,000 to £500,000 for revenue projects and/or smaller capital projects up to £50,000 

2. Reaching Communities buildings – funding from £100,000 and £500,000 for large capital projects.

The Reaching Communities buildings strand is offering grants of between £100,000 and £500,000 for capital projects to improve buildings with multiple community purposes.

The strand is expected to be oversubscribed so applicants are advised to use the online eligibility checker to ensure their postcode falls within the prescribed programme areas.

Applications will be received from voluntary organisations, schools, local authorities and social enterprises.

The Reaching Communities programme is intended to help people and communities in need. Applications should satisfy the programme’s desired outcomes:

People have better chances in life and improved access to training and development. 

Stronger communities with more active citizens working together to tackle their problems. Improved rural and urban environments which communities can access and enjoy. Healthier and more active people and communities.
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_reaching_communities?tab=2&regioncode=-uk
BIG's International Communities Programme 
BIG announced that their International Communities programme is now open to applications and will run from 2010-2015. The programme aims to help disadvantaged communities overseas by supporting work that tackles the causes of poverty and deprivation and brings about long-term differences to the lives of some of the most disadvantaged people in the world. Voluntary and community organisations who are working with partnerships with NGOs overseas will be able to apply for grants of between £50,000 and £500,000 to fund projects in all parts of the developing world which will improve education, health, allocation of natural resources, human rights, and/or livelihoods. Applications can be made at any time until the 31st March 2014. 

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/index/fundinguk/new_programmes.htm#newproguk
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